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Course Summary:  

All states have laws that explain which people are required to report child abuse or 
neglect under specific circumstances. People who must report child abuse—also called 

mandated reporters—typically have frequent contact with children. In most states, 
those requirements include teachers and other school personnel. This course is designed 

to help you understand your responsibility for spotting signs of abuse or neglect, as well 

as know when and how to report suspected incidents.  
 

Important Points to Remember: 

• Research shows that child abuse or neglect is associated with adverse health and 

mental outcomes in children, and those negative effects can last a lifetime.  

• Child abuse or neglect often takes place in the home and comes from a person the 

child knows well—a parent, relative, babysitter, or friend of the family.  

• Physical and behavioral indicators can provide important clues for educators that 

child abuse or neglect may be occurring. 

• Be careful about making judgments. The presence of a single indicator does 

not prove that child abuse or neglect is occurring or has occurred. 

• You should become concerned about the possibility of abuse or neglect when the 

following situations appear:  

o Repeated occurrences of an indicator. 
o Presence of several behavioral and physical indicators. 

o Appearance of suspicious serious injury or death. 

• Students with disabilities can be very vulnerable to abuse and neglect. You can help 

by being very familiar with students’ disabilities and behavior patterns. Keep your 
eyes open for significant changes in behavior or physical health.  

 

Common Definitions:  

While each state is responsible for establishing its own definitions of child abuse and 

neglect, most definitions cover the following:  

• Physical abuse is physical injury resulting from hitting, kicking, shaking, burning, 

or otherwise harming a child.  

• Sexual abuse is any situation where a child is used for sexual gratification. 

• Emotional abuse is any pattern of behavior that impairs a child’s emotional 
development or sense of self-worth, including constant criticism, threats, and 

rejection.  

• Neglect is the failure to provide for a child’s basic needs.  
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